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ARCHITECTURE FOR MULTI-SECTOR
BASE STATIONS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to telecommunications in
general, and, more particularly, to an architecture for a
sectorized base station that is part of a wireless telecommu-
nications system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic diagram of a portion of a
typical wireless telecommunications system, which provides
wireless telecommunications service to a number of wireless
terminals (e.g., wireless terminals 101-1 through 101-3) that
are situated within a geographic region. The heart of a
typical wireless telecommunications system is Wireless
Switching Center (“WSC”) 120, which might be known also
as a Mobile Switching Center (“MSC”) or Mobile Telephone
Switching Office (“MTSO”). Typically, Wireless Switching
Center 120 is connected to a plurality of base stations (e.g.,
base stations 103-1 through 103-5) that are dispersed
throughout the geographic area serviced by the system and
to the local and long-distance telephone offices (e.g. local-
office 130, local-office 138 and toll-office 140). Wireless
Switching Center 120 is responsible for, among other things,
establishing and maintaining calls between wireless termi-
nals and between a wireless terminal and a wireline terminal
(e.g., wireline terminal 150), which wireline terminal is
connected to Wireless Switching Center 120 via the local
and/or long-distance networks.

The geographic area serviced by a wireless telecommu-
nications system is divided into spatially distinct areas called
“cells.” As depicted in FIG. 1, each cell is schematically
represented by one hexagon in a honeycomb pattern; in
practice, however, each cell has an irregular shape that
depends on the topography of the terrain surrounding the
cell. Typically, each cell contains a base station, which
comprises the radios and antennas that the base station uses
to communicate with the wireless terminals in that cell and
also comprises the transmission equipment that the base
station uses to communicate with Wireless Switching Center
120.

For example, when wireless terminal 101-1 desires to
communicate with wireless terminal 101-2, wireless termi-
nal 101-1 transmits the desired information to base station
103-1, which relays the information to Wireless Switching
Center 120. Upon receipt of the information, and with the
knowledge that it is intended for wireless terminal 101-2,
Wireless Switching Center 120 then returns the information
back to base station 103-1, which relays the information, via
radio, to wireless terminal 101-2.

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of a first base station
architecture in the prior art, which comprises one or more
radios that are capable of transmitting outgoing signals via
a transmit antenna (“T”) and receiving incoming signals
via a receive antenna (“Rx”). According to this architecture,
there is only one transmit antenna per cell that transmits
omni-directionally and only one receive antenna per cell that
receives omni-directionally.

Each radio in this architecture receives one incoming
carrier signal via the receive antenna and demodulates that
carrier signal into one or more baseband signals in accor-
dance with the particular access scheme employed (e.g.,
frequency-division multiple access, time-division multiple
access, code-division multiple-access, etc.). The incoming
baseband signals are then transmitted to wireless switching
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center 120. Analogously, outgoing baseband signals from
wireless switching center 120 are modulated by the radio in
accordance with the particular multiplexing scheme
employed (e.g., frequency-division multiplexing, time-
division multiplexing, code-division multiplexing, etc.) for
transmission via the transmission antenna.

When wireless telecommunications system 100 is a ter-
restrial system, in contrast to a satellite-based system, the
quality and availability of service is subject to the idiosyn-
crasies of the terrain surrounding the system. For example,
when the topography of the terrain is hilly or mountainous,
or when objects such as buildings or trees are present, a
signal transmitted by a wireless terminal can be absorbed or
reflected such that the signal quality is not uniform at the
base station. The result is that a base station’s receive
antenna can receive a direct path signal and one or more
reflected signals from the wireless terminal at disparate
phases such that the signals destructively interfere. This
phenomenon is widely known as multipath fading or fast
fading or Rayleigh fading.

FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram of a second base station
architecture in the prior art, which supports a technique
known as N-way receive diversity to mitigate the effects of
multipath fading. The base station architecture depicted in
FIG. 3 comprises one or more radios that are capable of
transmitting outgoing signals via a single transmit antenna,
as in the architecture of FIG. 2, but also comprises N
spatially-separate receive antennas (“Rx;” through “Rx,”).
Because multipath fading is a localized phenomenon, it is
highly unlikely that all of the spatially-separated receive
antennas will experience multipath fading at the same time.
Therefore, if an incoming signal is weak at one receive
antenna, it is likely to be satisfactory at one of the others. As
is well-known in the prior art, a diversity combiner associ-
ated with the radios can combine N incoming signals, each
from one of N receive antennas, using various techniques
(e.g., sclection diversity, equal gain combining diversity,
maximum ratio combining diversity, etc.) to improve the
reception of an incoming signal.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of a third base station
architecture in the prior art, which supports a technique for
increasing the traffic capacity of the telecommunications
system. This technique is known as “base station sectoriza-
tion.” In accordance with base station sectorization, the cell
serviced by a base station is subdivided into M tessellated
pie-slices, each of which comprises a 360°/M sector whose
focus is at the base station. The base station architecture in
FIG. 4 comprises M sets of radios and associated transmit
and receive antennas, as shown, each of which operates
independently of the others, except that the transmit and
receive antennas associated with each sector are generally
implemented so as to principally transmit into and receive
from that sector.

The architecture in FIG. 4 is, however, disadvantageous
because it requires more radios than necessary to support a
given traffic capacity, which unnecessarily increases the cost
of the base station. The same average traffic capacity can be
accommodated with fewer radios if they are pooled, as
depicted in FIG. §.

FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of a fourth base station
architecture in the prior art, which supports receive diversity,
sectorization, and radio pooling. The architecture comprises:
a plurality of radios 501-1 through 501-Z, sniffer radio 502,
switch matrix 503, and M sets of transmit and receive
antennas 504-1 through 504-M, interconnected as shown. In
accordance with this architecture, sniffer radio 502 scans all
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of the potential sectors and channels in search of incoming
signals. When sniffer radio 502 detects an incoming signal
from a given sector, it directs switch matrix 503 to route the
incoming signals from that sector to an appropriate radio and
to route the outgoing signals from that radio to the same
sector. Because any radio can receive from and transmit to
any sector, this architecture requires fewer radios to support
the same average traffic capacity as the architecture in FIG.
4. This architecture is disadvantageous, however, in that it
requires a sniffer radio and a complex Mx(N+1)+2 by
Mx(N+1) switch matrix to be added to the base station.

Therefore, the need exists for a base station architecture
that supports receive diversity, sectorization, and radio pool-
ing and avoids some or all of the costs and disadvantages
associated with architectures in the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a base station architecture that
supports receive diversity, sectorization, and radio pooling
without some of the costs and disadvantages associated with
base station architectures in the prior art. In particular, some
embodiments of the present invention avoid the need for a
sniffer radio or a switching matrix between the radios and
the receive antennas. This is advantageous because it
reduces the cost and size of a base station.

Not only is the cost of the sniffer radio a disadvantage, the
sniffer radio in the prior art base station architecture is
actually performing a disservice to the functioning of the
base station. For example, in any given interval a wireless
terminal engaged in a call with a radio in the base station can
move from one sector to another. If the sniffer radio in the
base station becomes aware of that movement too long after
it has occurred, then the call might be dropped by the base
station. But because the sniffer radio searches for only one
incoming signal at a time, it can be a considerable amount
of time before the sniffer radio detects the movement of a
wireless terminal. Therefore, the sniffer radio is a bottleneck
in the operation of the base station.

Furthermore, the existence of the sniffer radio and the
switch matrix only allows each radio to utilize the incoming
signals from one sector of receive antennas at a time, which
deprives the radio of useful incoming signals that might be
available at other receive antennas. Although the technique
of sectorization increases the traffic capacity of the system,
it is not necessary to sectorization that each radio be
restricted to receiving incoming signals from only one
sector’s antennas. It is only necessary that the frequencies
intentionally transmitted in a sector be distinct from the
frequencies transmitted in adjacent sectors.

A more advantageous architecture allows each radio to
receive incoming signals from all of the receive antennas at
the base station and to perform diversity combining and/or
beamforming on all of the incoming signals. This is advan-
tageous because it eliminates the need for the sniffer radio
and the switch matrix between the radios and the receive
antennas. Furthermore, because each radio receives incom-
ing signals from all of the receive antennas all of the time,
the radio can continually monitor the movement of the
wireless terminal, which effectively precludes the possibility
that a call would be dropped because the radio failed to
detect the movement of a wireless terminal across a sector
boundary.

An illustrative embodiment of the present invention com-
prises: a first receive antenna for receiving a first incoming
signal; a second receive antenna for receiving a second
incoming signal; a first transmit antenna for transmitting into
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4

a first sector; a second transmit antenna for transmitting into
a second sector; a first switch for receiving a first outgoing
signal and a first control signal, and for routing the first
outgoing signal to at least one of the first transmit antenna
and the second transmit antenna based on the first control
signal; and a first radio for receiving the first incoming signal
from the first receive antenna and the second incoming
signal from the second receive antenna, and for providing
the first outgoing signal and the first control signal to the first
switch.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic diagram of an wireless tele-
communications system in the prior art.

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of a first base station
architecture in the prior art.

FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram of a second base station
architecture in the prior art, which architecture supports
receive diversity.

FIG. 4 depicts a block diagram of a third base station
architecture in the prior art, which architecture supports
receive diversity and sectorization.

FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of a fourth base station
architecture in the prior art, which architecture supports
receive diversity, sectorization and radio pooling.

FIG. 6 depicts a block diagram of a base station archi-
tecture in accordance with the illustrative embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 7 depicts a block diagram of the details of the
antenna router of FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 depicts a block diagram of a flowchart of the
operation of the illustrative embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 6 depicts a block diagram of a base station archi-
tecture in accordance with the illustrative embodiment of the
present invention, which supports receive diversity, sector-
ization and radio pooling. The illustrative embodiment
advantageously comprises: a plurality of radios 601-1
through 601-Z, M-way switches 607-1 through 607-Z,
combiner/amplifier 603, M sets of sectorized transmit
antennas, and M sets of receive antennas 606-1 through
606-M, interconnected as shown.

Although each transmit antenna is associated with a
sector, each set of receive antennas can, but is not
necessarily, also associated with a sector. Instead, in accor-
dance with the illustrative embodiment of the present
invention, each receive antenna can receive omni-
directionally or can have a field of view that is wider or
narrower than the sectors associated with the transmit anten-
nas. Each set of N receive antennas captures N versions of
an incoming signal from a wireless terminal (not shown).

The illustrative embodiment advantageously comprises Z
radios, each of which is capable of receiving and demodu-
lating one incoming signal of interest from a wireless
terminal and of creating therefrom one or more baseband
signals in accordance with the particular access scheme
employed (e.g., frequency-division multiple access, time-
division multiple access, code-division multiple-access,
etc.). Each radio is also capable of transmitting those base-
band signals to a wireless switching center, in well-known
fashion.

Each radio advantageously comprises a diversity proces-
sor and a beamforming processor that are capable of increas-
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ing the fidelity of the incoming signal of interest by receiv-
ing NxM variations of the incoming signal (i.e., N variations
from M sectors) and performing NxM-way diversity com-
bining and/or beamforming, in well-known fashion, on those
variations.

This architecture is advantageous for four reasons. First,
no sniffer radio is needed. Second, no switch matrix is
needed between the receive antennas and the respective
radios. Third, diversity combining and/or beamforming is
now possible across sector boundaries, and fourth, the
additional cost incurred by radios that are capable of NxM-
way diversity combining and beamforming is more than
offset by the cost savings associated with the omission of the
sniffer radio and switch matrix.

Each radio, radio i, for 1=1=7Z, is advantageously capable
of receiving one or more baseband signals from a wireless
switching center and of creating an outgoing signal based on
those baseband signals in accordance with a given multi-
plexing scheme (e.g., frequency-division multiplexing,
time-division multiplexing, code-division multiplexing,
etc.), in well-known fashion. That output signal is advanta-
geously output from radio i to switch 607-i via lead 602-i.

Each radio is advantageously capable of analyzing the
NxM variations of the incoming signal, in well-known
fashion, to generate an estimate of the sector from which the
incoming signal originates. This information is useful
because each radio uses the estimate to generate a control
signal, control signal #i on lead 603-i, to route the outgoing
signal from the radio to the transmit antenna(s) associated
with the sector(s) from which the radio estimates the incom-
ing signal originates.

Each radio, radio i advantageously directs switch 607-1
which transmit antenna to use by transmitting a control
signal on lead 603-i to switch 607-i. M-way switch matrix
607-1, for 1=1=7Z, advantageously receives from radio 601-
i: (1) outgoing signal #i on lead 602-i, and (2) control signal
#ion lead 603-1, and routes outgoing signal #i to one or more
transmit antennas under the direction of control signal #i. It
will be clear to those skilled in the art how to make and use
M-way switch matrix 701-i.

The output(s) of switch 607-i are fed into combiner/
amplifier 603, which combines two or more signals for the
same transmit antenna and amplifies the signals prior to
transmission.

It will be clear to those skilled in the art how to build each
radio and switch 607-i.

FIG. 7 depicts a block diagram of amplifier/combiner 603,
which advantageously comprises: M combiners 702-1
through 702-M and M power amplifiers 703-1 through
703-M. Combiner 702-j, for 1=j=7Z, is uniquely associated
with sector j and receives all of the outgoing signals intended
for sector j and vector sums them in well-known fashion.
The output of combiner 702-j is fed into power amplifier
703-j for amplification prior to radiation via sector j transmit
antenna. It will be clear to those skilled in the art how to
make and use antenna router 603.

FIG. 8 depicts a flowchart of the operation of the illus-
trative embodiment of the present invention, which is sum-
marized in five steps. It will be clear to those skilled in the
art that the illustrative embodiment operates computation-
ally like a multiprocessor computer and that aspects of all
five steps are being performed simultaneously by one com-
ponent of the illustrative embodiment or another at virtually
all times. The pedagogical purpose of the flowchart is to
highlight some of the causality associated with the operation
of the illustrative embodiment.
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At step 801, a radio receives NxM variations of an
incoming signal from all NxM receive antennas, and at step
802 the radio uses NxM-way diversity combination and/or
beamforming techniques to create an estimate of the incom-
ing signal that is better than any one variation of the
incoming signal.

At step 803, the radio analyzes the NxM variations of the
incoming signal to create an estimate of the most likely
sector or sectors from which the incoming signal originates,
and at step 804 the radio generates an outgoing signal to the
wireless terminal.

At step 805, the radio then directs antenna router 603 to
route the outgoing signal to the transmit antenna(s) associ-
ated with the sector or sectors from which the incoming
signal is believed to originate. From step 805, control returns
to step 801.

It is to be understood that the above-described embodi-
ments are merely illustrative of the invention and that many
variations may be devised by those skilled in the art without
departing from the scope of the invention. It is therefore
intended that such variations be included within the scope of
the following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a first receive antenna for receiving a first incoming signal

from a first sector;

a second receive antenna for receiving a second incoming
signal from said first sector;

a third receive antenna for receiving a third incoming
signal from a second sector;

a fourth receive antenna for receiving a fourth incoming
signal from said second sector;

a first transmit antenna for transmitting into said first
sector;

a second transmit antenna for transmitting into said sec-
ond sector;

a first switch for receiving a first outgoing signal and a
first control signal, and for routing said first outgoing
signal to at least one of said first transmit antenna and
said second transmit antenna based on said first control
signal; and

a first radio for concurrently receiving said first incoming
signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said
third incoming signal from said third antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth antenna, for
providing at least 4-way diversity combining on said
first signal, said second signal, said third signal, and
said fourth signal, and for providing said first outgoing
signal and said first control signal to said first switch.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a second switch for receiving a second outgoing signal
and a second control signal, and for routing said second
outgoing signal to at least one of said first transmit
antenna and said second transmit antenna based on said
second control signal; and

a second radio for concurrently receiving said first incom-
ing signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said
third incoming signal from said third antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth antenna, and
for providing said second outgoing signal and said
second control signal to said second switch.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first radio

comprises said first switch.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first radio
comprises a diversity processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said third
incoming signal from said third receive antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth receive antenna.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said first radio
comprises a beamforming processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said third
incoming signal from said third receive antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth receive antenna.

6. An apparatus comprising:

a first receive antenna for receiving a first incoming signal
from a first sector;

a second receive antenna for receiving a second incoming
signal from a second sector;

a first transmit antenna for transmitting into said first
sector,

a second transmit antenna for transmitting into said sec-
ond sector;

a first switch for receiving a first outgoing signal and a
first control signal, and for routing said first outgoing
signal to at least one of said first transmit antenna and
said second transmit antenna based on said first control
signal;

a first radio for concurrently receiving said first incoming
signal from said first receive antenna and said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, for
providing at least 4-way diversity combining on said
first signal, said second signal, said third signal, and
said fourth signal, and for providing said first outgoing
signal and said first control signal to said first switch;

a second switch for receiving a second outgoing signal
and a second control signal, and for routing said second
outgoing signal to at least one of said first transmit
antenna and said second transmit antenna based on said
second control signal; and
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a second radio for concurrently receiving said first incom-
ing signal from said first receive antenna and said
second incoming signal from said second receive
antenna, and for providing said second outgoing signal
and said second control signal to said second switch.

7. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein said first radio
comprises a diversity processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna and said
second incoming signal from said second receive antenna.

8. The apparatus of claim 6 wherein said first radio
comprises a beamforming processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna and said
second incoming signal from said second receive antenna.

9. The apparatus of claim 6 further comprising:

a third receive antenna for receiving a third incoming
signal from said first sector;

a fourth receive antenna for receiving a fourth incoming
signal from said second sector; and

wherein said first radio also receives said third incoming
signal from said third receive antenna, and said fourth
incoming signal from said fourth receive antenna, and
wherein said second radio also receives said third
incoming signal from said third receive antenna, and
said fourth incoming signal from said fourth receive
antenna.

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said first radio
comprises a diversity processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said third
incoming signal from said third receive antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth receive antenna.

11. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said first radio
comprises a beamforming processor for combining said first
incoming signal from said first receive antenna, said second
incoming signal from said second receive antenna, said third
incoming signal from said third receive antenna, and said
fourth incoming signal from said fourth receive antenna.



